‘ANTICIPATIONS 


 LATTER-DAY: SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


in consequence of cattle: being able to 
feed on the ranges, a good deal of last 


season’s hay is left. Plowing has 


already commenced. A large number 
of cattle has been sold for cash, which, 


together with the sale of oats, has: 


been a greut aid to the people of this 
Stake. There has not been a great 
deal of sickness during the last winter. 
There is a prospect of a new setile- 
ment being made in Salt River Valley 
this spring. It is probable that a good 
deal of grain will be sown this season. 
With kind regards to yourself and 
Elder Pratt, and hoping you may be 
prospered in your labors, | 
Yours in the Gospel, 
| O. OC. Rica. 


NORWICH CONFERENCE—BAPTISMS. 


Wymondham, April [4th, 1879. 
President Wm. Budge. 

Dear Brother, — During the time I 
have been in this Mission I bave spent 
16 months in the Bristol Conference, 
and the remainder of the time in the 
Norwich Conference, and can truly 
say I have enjoyed my labors. The 
Saints have been very kind to me and 
1 feel to say God bless them and deliv- 
er them from bondage, that they may 
go toa land of liberty and peace, where 
they can be more fully taught the 
principles of the Gospel. | 


As Elder Thomas. F. Howells, has. 


succeeded me, I ask the Saints to do 
all they can to belp him discharge the 


duties devolving upon him, as I am 


satisfied his desires are to do his duty 
as a servant of Ge. 

I am pleased to inform you that 
three persons have been baptized du- 
ring the last month, and there are five 
more ready as soon as circumstances 
vill permit. 
Wich kind regards, I remain your 
Brother in the Gospel. 
Danieu Jacoss, 
REALIZED-—-MORE BAP- 
TISMS. 


President W. Budge. . 


Dear Brother, Since last writing : 


you, on March 29th, I. am pleased to 
say, aome of the anticipated additions 
to the Church have been made, nine 


persons having been baptized bp Elder 


| 


Braneh,) besides two re-bapti 


Conference to say 


255, 
Wardle, in Digmore, (Upholland | 


sms. 

On Sunday, April 6th, we held two 
meetings in the village of Lymm, 
Cheshire, where two families of Saints 
reside, Several strangers attended 
our meetings and we enjoyed agoodly 
portion of the Spirit, in testifying to 
the truth of the latter-day work. In 


the evening Elder Wardle administer- 


ed the ordinance of baptism to one 
promising young man. Others expres- 
sed their belief in the principles of the 
Gospel and will be baptized soon. We 
think it will be advisable to organize 
a branch there. 

Elder Haigh has also commenced 
the good work in his district. Tbree 
persons were baptized by him in Dar- 
wen about a week since, with good 


prospects of more baie added shortly. 


Arrangements are made for baptizing. 
several persons to-night in this (Liver- 
pool) Branch, where I can, with much 
pleasure, say that, generally speaking, 
the local priesthood, with the members, 
are energetic in their labors, distribu 
ting tracts and visiting amongst the 
people. 
On the evening of Good Friday 
April 11th, a very pleasant socia 
entertainment was given to Hider 
Nibley, ex-President of the Liverpool 
Branch, about to leave for his home in 
Zion. During the evening a large 
handsome album, with the inscription 
‘‘Charles W. Nibley,—presented by 
the members Branch, 
was presented to him by Elder Purdie, 
now President of the Branch, as a. 


token of their good feelings and respect. 


The evening was spent in listening to 
songs, recitations, and appropriate 
speeches. Refreshments were also 
handed around at intervals. These 
evidences of life and thrift amongst 
the Saints are commendable, and I 


feel it ig due the brethren and sisters 


of Liverpool and other branches in this 
I have found them 
to be kindhearted and liberal, oonsid - 
ering their circnmstancas, in helping 
to sustain the servants of God and his 
work in general, 
_ I have much joy in my labors; and 
may God bless Israel is the constant 
prayer of - BHT TA HOF 
Tour Brother du the Gospel, 
Jas. L. BUNTING. 


— — 
* 
| ‘ 
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days since,» dun called on young gentlemen and prevented him with bil 

when he was somewhat taken aback by the gent. taking him 1 

POETRY. 


CONTENTMENT. 


Happy the man it has been said,” 


Whose herds with milk, whose fields with bread, 


His simple wants supply. 
Who is content to dwell alone 
in solitude, to pass unknown ;_ 

And unlamented die. 


Wo from this stormy world would steal, 
Indifferent to its woe or "cad 

Its sorrow or its 
Who thinks “‘ throug solitude to find,” 
A healthy, godly, state of mind, 

And so contentment gain. 


All false delusion ! selfish th t! 
Contentment comes when rightly sought, 
-: She has her time and place. 
2 duty brings her to the breast, 
g faith will bid her rést, 
And shine apes her face. 


The hermit in his lonely cell 
apd nis peed may tell 
and strife ; | 
But ’mongst their fellows go, 
Helping, working, sharing woe, 
Lead far the better life. 


elected. 


Wherever it doth flow. 


Content to do the thing that’s . 
They nak their leader's plume in 

And ollow him apace. 
These men “alone” contentment know, 
Their labor fans the steady glow, 

‘That shines upon their face. 


earth work is done, 


„The Nee battle won,” 
rest for evermore. . 
nd He She gave them nerve — t, 
o erect the —— the 


Contentment then will visit each, 

Her treasures lay within their reach, 0 
Her golden fruit bestow. 

They rest beneath the cooling shade, 


_ They wander through the flowery glade, 


They watch thy river's flow. 


DIED. 


Dedley, April 9th, 1879, of scarlet fever, Martha Hartshorn, aged years and 10 


months. 

‘Firpiay.—At Fish Haven, Bear Lake Co., 
Findlay. aged. years. 
by Elder Hugh Findlay, at Dundee, Scotland 
and died in the full hope of a glerious 


Deceased was a native ＋ New Milns 
: emigrated to Utah in in 1866. She passed away 


daha, February 28th, 1879 of sential debility, Mi 
Scotland ; baptized February 2 — 


Nes.“ 


City, Qouaty, Utah, March 16, 1879, of heart Jane 


_PERKING. 
wife of the late Wm. P —* News.” 
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: Like some broad river, deep and wide, 
With verdure clothed upon each side, 
Calm in depths below. 
Bestowing health to all around. 
to barren 
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| ‘Hear THE WORD OF THE LORD, O YE NATIONS, AND DECLARE IT IN THE ISLES 
APAR. OFF, AND SAY, Hg THAT SCATTERETH ISRARL WILL GATHER HIM, AND KEEP 
HIM, AS A SHEPHERD DOTH HIS FLOCK.”—Jeremiah xxxi, 10. | ; 


oi. 


— 


Monday, April 28,1879. 


MARRIAGE LAW 


AND PRACTICE. 


BY BLDER A. F. MACDONALD. 


Scripturally viewed and as ordained 
of | marriage is a sacrament, an 
everlasting covenant or contract, con- 
tinuing during this life, also the life 
to come. When it is correetly ad mi- 
nistered, and its conditions faithfully 
observed, it is designed for the glory 
of the Creator, and man’s highest 
exaltation, being visited with greatest 
promises, blessings and joy, asin the 
case of the father of the faithful. Its 
violation strictly ‘guarded against and 
followed with the death penalty, by 
stoning; or, as with David, although 
a king of Israel, for one aot in his life 

1 Kings xv. 5), he was stripped of the 
ily God had given him by the hand 
of Nathan... Such was the ancient 


marriage las and practice. Has God 


revealed. or acknowledged ‘any other? 
If not, from whence is modern Chris. 
tian m @ usage 
whereof has it to boast in its Romanic 


io law and practice f. 


venant and dispengation of the 
vior, the marriage law and practice 


of the fathers were changed, yet no 


derived? And 


aspect, compared with the great 
Abcabam | added to the. Gospel in the wilder: 


It is assumed that with the new 


evidence or revelation of auch change 
is given; but the opposite is the fact, 


Witness his reproof to those who did 


not do the works of A while 
professing to be Abraham's children, 
And again, his language to his dis- 
ciples (Matt. v, 17), Think not that 
I am come to destroy the law or the 
prophets; I am not come to destroy 
but to fulfill ;” enforcing the moral 
code, “‘Thon shalt not kill; thou 
shalt not commit adultery,” etc., so 
that Abrahamic marriage law, with its 
promised blessings and protective 
penalties, was what he taught as the 
eternal, unchangable marriage order 
of heaven, in opposition to the notions 
and theories that religionists in that 
day had interwoven by. their com- 
mentaries of the law and the prophets, 


The fact that Christ, by the shedding 


of his blood, made a fall and complete 
sacrifice, thus, in his person, abolish- 
ing the sacrificial ceremonial. that was 


nesa, to school and prepare Ierael for 
his coming, did not interfere with the 
marnnge law, previously existing, in- 
stituted at the beginning, and which 


— 
1. 17, Vol. XLL Penny. 
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endures in time and eternity. At | 
the union of our first parents death 
was unknown, and therefore formed 
no part of the contract. When ban- 
ished from the presence of God they 
— separated, for God, 
y his law, unites,‘cayinot, by men's 
law, be put asunder. ~~ 

The eternity of the marriage rela- 
tion was very generally accepted in 


— hd 
coat, did nbt Believe in reeur 
rection of the body, seeking to entrap 
the Redeemer in his teachings, when 
speaking of the deceased brother’s 
wife, whom the seven brothers had 
married agreeably to law, asked a 
question according to the then pre- 
vailing belief (Matt, xxii, 28—33), 
“Therefore in the resurrection whose 
wife shall she be of the seven?’ He 
chided them for their unbelief and 
ignorance thus, ‘‘ Ye do err, not know- 
ing the Scriptures, nor the power of 
God.” Doubtless they were sincere 
in their opinions, like religious opin- 
ionists now, who marry by man made 
laws, ‘‘ until death does them part ;” 
but had the Sadducees lived by, or 
understood the law and power of God 
ee held by a Moses, Samuel, Nathan 
he Savior, or his apostles, they would 
not have asked such a question, but 
would have known that the power 
which made her the wife of the elder 
‘brother; made her such during this 
life and in the resurrection also, a 
power that binds on earth and in 
aven, a union for time and eternity, 
a union which ought to be lawfully 
consummated by God’s power in this 
life, as in the resurrection there is 
neither marrying nor giving in marri- 
age, those failing or refnsing to do 80 
being as the angels, ministering ser- 
vante of those who are more worthy 
heirs of salvation. Farther illustra- 
ting these relations and the life to 
come, he says; As touching the 
resurrection of the dead, *I am 
the God of Abraham, and the God of 
_ Ysaac; and the God of Jacob. God is 
not the God of the dead but of the 
living“ The blessings of this marri- 
aw belong only to those who, 
through faith and obedience to the 
fullness of the Gospel of ‘Christ, are 
cc horn of the water and of the spirit,” 
+o a lively hope of the resurrection, 


„We cannot see your new mart 


e 
of the! Savi r. The; Saddv- | ) : Pia 
t bel -systein to be right, which ‘permits the 
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thereby becoming the children of 
Abraham, and heirs aceording to the 
promise. | | 

Often in our travels, while calling 
the people to repentance and remission 
of sins, they say, We like the doo- 
Latter-day Saints teach, 
and admit the principles are plain, 
Scriptural, etc. ,” but they excuse them- 
selves from obeying them, saying, 

arti 


having of more than one wife, and 
your people have an odiously bad 
name.” Weare fully aware of being 
everywhere evilly spoken of ; that is a 
Gospel legacy, but we have the satis- 
faction of knowing that it is done 
falsely, as, through ignorance and 
blind prejudice, our true character 
and calling are comparatively unknown. 
We deny having a new marriage sy- 
tem, but are striving to restore the 
old, and claim that the mother church 
of Rome, with her protesting daughters, 
is chargeable with having changed the 
marriage ordinance, and broken the 
everlasting covenant, thereby bringing 
on themselves the accursed spirit of 
infidelity, adultery, prostitution, and 
kindred social evils, ripening society 
for the judgmehts of God. We fur- 
ther claim that God has again comi- 
manded repentance and baptism for 
remission of sins, to be preached, with 
a return to, and observance of, his 
great first law, with all its promised 
blessings and penalties, © 

Rome believes marriage to be a 
sacrament, though limited to time and 
furbidden to her clergy, while celibate 
and monastic life is extolled and pro- 
moted by nunueries, etc. Ske bas 
engrafted on Christian nationalities 
the traditional limit of law to one 
wife, yet winking at the grossest pros - 
titntion of virtne, by tacit abolition 
of penalty. She, in connection with 
professing Christian sectaries of nearly 
every shade, holds that their present 
marriage usage is derived from the 
Bible, is the only pure and good sys- 
tem, that they are in the blaze of 
Gospel day, being learned,  enlight- 
ened, and so much better than Abra- 
ham, Jacob, and the prophets, who 
lived in the dark ages, when God 
conversed with them face to face, to 
whom he gave more than one wife, 


| 
| 
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and find Hardwick's’ Act’ of 1753 


to 


ractices. Is not this — | 
22 the drauehes ? Awd it mot 

ear that those deing ‘#0 are not 
standing ide ‘Abrabiantic faith and 
‘Israel, throngh whose 

enge the: Savior and Apostles came? | 
Professedly pious persons; who hold up 
their nde in holy horror at what 


own . 


they read in newspapers about the 
accepting and 


Mormons;”” dil 

cherishin 
invariat 
show themselves ‘alike i nt of the 
belief practice: ‘of ‘the fiatter-day | 
Saints; utid the origin and develop 

ment of their on marriage usage. 
We ‘against the odium and 
falsehood: heaped upon the Saints; 
also against Pbarisaical — of 
auperiority for modern law and 


ort of them, 


per as! having: Bible sanction, ob. | 

hold, is inconsisterit and opposite to 

facts of history, 4 the’ following 
tracts shows: 


punished’ the ‘notcrious and ‘habi- | 


al adulterer,’ man or woman, with 
death. The latest instance of sen 
tenoe — —— — adultery re 
is perhaps that o rgaret Thompson, 
May 28th, 1667. All the statutes on 
the ‘subject’ have, according to the 
liar practice of Scotland, expired 
long desuetude. In the seventeenth | 
and the commencement of the 
eighteenth century, the church courts 
were very active in requiring the civil 
magistriteito 
but this means of punishment ‘was 
abolished by the 10th Anne, c. 7, 8. 10, 
prohibited civil magistrates from 
gividg effeot to ecclesiastical: censures. 
— National Encye slopedia. 

1 Riot thé intellectual vigor and past 
us Hife of Scotland in a measure 
able to’ the healthy moral law ard 

— the foundation of her social 
and life?’ Have ‘the religious 
and social’ er of the people im: 
he changes above stated’? 

ot tue common ‘consent, by 
desusende, ‘apply the wholesome 
ns int of ‘existing’ law imply w de- 
in the moral ‘sense and virtue of 


Priest and people 30 doing? Again we 


fail to nd the truth. They 


or parish equally la 


idicate in this offence, | 


0 abolished slandéstime and ‘consensual 


ade the belebratian id 
or licence | 
ofa 
“oly after the lapas 
of severity:“y Fart, howpver, that the 
of Lord Herd Kot was 
partially relaxed, and nat until 1830 
that the Registration Act was 
and purely ‘civil mareisges becain 
legal in this countty,” (Euglasd) 
he bild law of Ireland was the same 
as the old law of England.‘ Phe pro 
visions of Lord Hardwick's Act were 
introd nced’ there as lat» ‘as 1818, and 
theu applied only to members of the 
Protestant Gharch, estab: 
lished at the time, but there are alto: 
gether five: di erént kinds f marriage 
in Ireland. There is mitriage accor 
ing to — of the Dis esta btiohed 
Protestant Church; Roman Catholic 
Marriages, at which: nothing bat the 
preserice of @ Priest ia nebessary, and 
which, moreover, are registered; Pres: 
byteriati marrtages ; the marriage of 
other dissenters; ‘and marriages before 
the Registrar. 
4% In Scotland, too, there are four 
of marriage, aud, until the pas- 
“of Lord Russells act of 1834, 
rv lar marrisges could’ be oslebrated 
there only by clergyman of the estab- 
lishment.’ ‘Even ‘now a baaus must 
bs ‘asked in the established parish kirk. 
Regular ‘marriages in Scotland ‘are 
ormed by a'clergymau before two 
witnesses at any hour of the 
ſour ani any where. "National 
ia 
Tufther chaug e bas taken place’ 
Dr. Camieron’s of 1878, whic 
cams in foros on January’ 1st, 
ublies tion of baum of 
service by the n any district 
wful with the cler.’ 
gy or kirk on payment of the prescrib- 
ed fees, as the law ‘how stands after the- 
varied changes above noted, 7 
does it have any likeness: toi 
marriage? ‘deprived as it is’ 
and character, reduosd to 
a merely civil contract, limited to time 
or until death does them part“ "hed 
of its protective ‘to vir- 
* How the‘ cfaim and great’ 
— decopti n are impos- 
ing on themselves! Evidentiy they 


After bat 
esseritial to the'v: 


w]w 
— lives} nots ‘me 
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are following the laws and precepts of 
their own creation, and ought te ac- 
knowledge them as such, and cease to 
attribute to the God of Abraham, or 


which neither has given any sanction. 


Another change is now agitating in 
Sootland, which we find pablish is 


b. of January, as follows : 
bern Preabytery of the 
United Presbyterian Church, at a 
meeting held yesterday, passed an im- 
portant resolution. By twenty-two 
votes against twelve, it agreed to re- 
commend the Synod to declare that 
marriage with a deceased wife’s sister 
shall no longer be a bar to member- 
ship in the church. The accepted 
motion was gener by Mr. Morrison, 
of Leith, and among ita supporters, was 
Professer Calderwood, who, rejecting 

advice not ‘to run against the 

sw of the land, said, ‘The question 
was what the scripture taught, not 
what the law of the land declared. He 
went against the idea of a Christian 
Church waiting upon the Government 
of the land for guidance. In a matter 
of this kind it was the church’s part 
to lead, the state’s part to follow.’ 
The Orkney Presbytery of the United 
Presbyterian Church also declared 
yesterday in favor of relaxation.” The 
sentiments of Professor Calderwood 
had the ring of the true metal, and it 
is much to be desired that like faith 


lurch 1 to follow the lead of 
the above on the subject of the marri- 
laws, it has adopted s deliverance 


Firat This church takes its mar- 
riage law from the Bible alone. 
**§$econd—Till there be more har- 
- gaony in this church, on what the law 
of the Bible on this subject is, it 
euld be premature to make any 
on the law and practice of the 
church in d to · it. 

4% Third That in respect of the very 
resulting from 
N= at noug @ present marriage 
uw of the land, this Presbytery re- 


record of Israel—the Bible—that for | ces 


‘commends that the members of this 
‘church should, in the meantime, ab- 
| stain from exposing themselves, and 
their offspring to such inoonvenien- 


This is cool and plain, coming from 
auch learned pastors. What concern 


in | have they about the acripture law—_ 


the souls of men—or corrupting abuses 
around them, provided their commu- 
nion with their children meet no seri- 
ous inconveniences Have they not 
been achooled in the art of knowing 
how to value the loaves and _ fishes, 
enjoying life without inconvenience f 
Do they wish to sacrifice the good 
things of this life with their good 
name for the truth’s sake? Ob no! 
Professedly they credit the Bible alone 
as providing them their marriage law; 
yet waiting for church harmony as to 
what the Bible law really is. They 
prefer the law of the land to enduring 
essing hypocrites, who would put 
to death the Tost afresh, resisting the 
truth, loading with falsehood an . 
roach the names of Joseph and 
yrum Smith, and Brigham Young 
with the Mormons,” whose lives an 
teachings as compared with those of 
their traducers are a standing testimo- 
ny and rebuke to this generation. We 
rejoice to witness that God is causing 
the ‘‘refuge of lies to be swept away, 
before the light of truth and revelation 
of his great law and authority for the 
last time, to prepare a people for his 
coming. bie 
The following statistics give a partial 
estimate of the respect for existin 
law in the countries mentioned. 
Drawing attention to the declaration 
made by an ultramontane deputy, 
te that that is not a powerful state 
which possesses a strong, military 
= and widely extended frontiers, 
ut that in which the commandments 
of God are reverenced.” Dradrifi bas 
compared, in an ably written expositi- 
on, the following statistical figures: Ac. 
cording to statistical tables, thera are 
in London, for every 100 legitimate 
births 4 illegitimate ; in Leipsic, 20 ; 
in Paris, 48; in Munich, 91; in Vi- 
enna, 118; and in Rome, 243, or, 
nearly 61 times more than in London. 


That is to say, a well lated family, 
life is rather the exception than the 


5 may grow in the hearts of many, unti 

: not only a fractional part but the 
j whole scripture law be honored and 
: observed: The Seottish Reformer of 
| 
loregoing motion, ‘‘The Perth Pres- 

Teciating 
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rule in the residence of the Holy 
Father. How does it stand’ with re- 
gard to public security in the different 
countries? In England one murder 
occurs for every 187,000 inhabitants; 
in Holland, one for 168,000; In 
one for 100, 000; Austria, one 
for ; in Spain, one for 4,113; 
and in ba oad one for 2,750; bot at 
Rome in the patrimony of St. Peter 
and the Jesuits, there is one homicide 
for every 750 of the inhabitants.” 
— Schlesiche Zeitung. The 
above is u bad showing. 
In Matthew xxiv.37, 39, it is re- 
corded that A8 the days of Noah 
8 so at the time of Christ's com- 
ing again ; mankind would be ‘‘ ma 
ing and giving i in marriage irres 
tive ok God's law, by man nadie 
3 usage, ‘being one of the signs of his 
second coming and involving conse- 
quences as recorded. Isaiah xxiv, 1, 
, over which the reader. may nder 
in this connection. We cheerfu ly en- 
‘dorse the following in contrast, as the 
‘result of obedience to the fullness of 
the Gospel, written by A. M. Musser, 
in his work, Fruits of Mormoniam.” 
Out of the twenty counties of the | 
‘Territory, (Utah, U. S. A.,) most of 
‘which ars populous, thirteen are to- 
day, without a dram shop, brewery, 
ica or brothel house, bowling or 
illiard saloon, lawyer, doctor, parson, 
beggar, politician, or place-honter, 
‘and almost entirely free from social 
‘troubles of any kind; yet these coun- 
ties are exclusively ‘‘ Mormon” and 
with the exception of a now and then 
‘domestic doctor or lawyer, the Terri- 
was free from these of 
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civilization () till after the advent of 


the professing Obristian element boast- 
ingly to regulate the Mormons” 
and to-day e single disreputable 
concern in Utah is ran and fostered 
the very same Christian () element. 
This question of social law and life 
is in agitation in . and America. 
1t will continue until the knowledge of 
God shall supplant opinionated theolo- 
gy, and heaven's law for the regulation 
of mankind “shall sail triamphant 
over all opposition,” as was decl 
Young, in 1852. Because 
wicked will do wickedly, and the 
press too often publishes falsely, the 
minds of many honest — are 
darkened and they fear or fail in their 
search for truth. It must needs be 
„that offences come, but woe to them 
by whom they come.” The time is 
approaching when the honored men 
and women of Utah, who are so nobly 
maintaining and ' defending their 
family rights and virtue from the con- 
tagion of so called civilization, will not 
be alone or isolated in the contest but 
in every kindred and nation, the wise 
will understand and do their part, in 
seeking first the * of God and 
its righteousness. e will attain the 
‘victory over our weak and selfish na- 
tures by glorious self denial, in the 
name of Jesus, secure the blessings 
pertaining to this life and the life to 
‘come, when the meek shall inherit the 
earth and delight themselves in the 
abundance of peace, serving the Lord 
our God and his holy law with all 
their hearts, and seeking the salvation 
and welfare of their neighbor as their 


own. 


MINUTES OF A CONFERENCE, 


HELD Ar ‘THE GREAT ‘WESTERN HALL, TRONGATE, GLAsGow, ON SUNDAY, 


Biders Conference ; also Peter Reid, ‘of the 
‘President of the European Mission; e and Derbam Conference, 
7 F. Macdonald, President of, and — 

Hugh Findla John. L. Blyth, James 11m. 
Kippen, An Watson, A. M. Bu- Prager by Elder Blyth. 


5 A. J. Maodonald and Themas 
ack, Traveling Elders in the Scottish 


Singing. 


Macdonald made some 


— 
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introductory remarks, referring briefly 


to the changes that had taken place 
during the two years he had been on 
this mission, and observing that he 
had a desire to make the most of the 
time, and would therefore proceed at 
once to call on the several elders: pre- 
sent to address the Conference. 
Elder Hugh Findlay said, we have 
access to our Heavenly Father by 
prayer. He is aware of our various 
wants and is a God of order. When 
we approach him in an acceptable 
manner he will hear us. The Scrip. 
tures tell us that no man can testify 
that Jesus is the Christ, but by the 
Holy Ghost. And how do we getthis 
‘gift and this knowledge? It 1s only 
by being baptized by water and by the 
Spirit, which is so necessary for all 
that even Jesus himself was baptized ; 
and when he came up out of the water 
the Holy Ghost was visibly given him. 
‘To make it more certain still, the 
Fatber apoke from heaven, confirming 
it dy his own voice. We, who have 
obeyed these principles, are prepared 
to testify that we have received this 
knowledge, and that all who will fol- 
_lew our example will obtain the same 
blessing. 
He closed his remarks by giving a 
brief outline of his mission on the 
Shetland Island. 
President Budge said: We respond 
at once to what Elder Findlay has said 
a to the blessings God has bestowed 
on his people. God has set up this 
work, by his power, and has promised 
it his continued support. If it had 
deen of man it could not have been 
upheld or sustained by man, but those 
who help to sustain it will themselves 
be sustained by the power of God, who 
sustains his people and qualifies them 
by his power and wisdom for the work 
he requires at their bands. Looking 
back on past history it shows how con- 
sistent he has always been in this 
respect. It shows that his children 
were assisted by his power direct, It 
is remarkable that people should be 
surprised that we advocate new reve- 
lation. God has always given men 
power and blessings to enable them to 
carry out his work. He spoke by 
dreams, by angels, by visions, by 
words clearly and distinctly under. 
stood, so that it was quite a common 


thing, and;.when in difficulty the 

. him for information. In fact 1 
was such a usual thing for him pone ak 
to his children that it would be. con- 
sidered uncommon if he did not speak. 
Wben Abraham sent his servant to 
his own country, for a wife for his son 
Isaac, the man went to a place where 
there was a well, and deliberately 
asked God to assist him to make a 
proper choice; he asked the Lord to 
give him a sign by which he would 
know whom to choose as a wife for-his 
master's son. The sign was that if the 
maid of whom he asked. water should 
offer also to water his animals that she 
should be the wife of Isaac, This 
showed that it would be consistent to 
expect an answer and that God would 
manifest himself with as much kindness 
as a loving father would to any of his 
children who came to him for advice. 
Gideon, in like manner, in desiring 
information of the Lord to guide him 
in his course, ‘prayed that the wool 
that he had laid out oo his floor might 
become wet, while the floor remained 
dry, and in order to confirm the truth 
of this sign’he again asked the Lord to 
cause the fleece to become dry while 
the floor became wet; the result being 
satisfactory, as indicated by the sig 

given. When Jonathan was sorely 
preased by the Philistines, be was 
anxious to know of the Lord whether 
or not he would deliver them into his 
hands. He accordingly prayed to the 
Lord that if they proffered to come 
down into Jonathan’s camp it would 
be accepted as a sign that the Lord 
would not deliver them into his hands, 
but that if they asked Jonathan to 
come np to them it would be a sign to 
him that the Lord would deliver them 
into the hands of Jonathan. The 
Philistines asked him to come up to 
them, which he did, and they were 
delivered into his hands, in accordance 
with the sign given. Numerous ex- 


amples could be given showing that 
the Lord always directed his people in 


their movements; that he bad a spec- 
ial care over them from the beginning, 
and hence the consistency of expecting 
him to speak unto us in this day. 


How much we ought to rejoice, 
that God is with us in the discharge of 


our every duty, which we could not 


perform without his aid. It is not 
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enough to read in the Bible that Jesus 
is the Obrist. We must know it by 
the Holy Ghost. I am very grateful 
to God for his many blessings, and I 
am pleased with being present with you 
this day, and I pray God to bless you. 

President Macdonald then presented 
the Authorities of the Church as or. 
ganized in Zion, and those of the 
European- Mission and Scottish Con-. 
ference. The voting, by uplifted 
hands, was unanimous. The statistical 
report, for the last preceding quarter, 
was then read and unanimously receiv- 
ed as follows : The Conference consis 
ted of 14 branches, containing 4 high 
priests, 5 seventies, 69 elders, 20 
priests, 35 teachers, 14 deacons, 381 
members ; total officers and members, 
525. Also, 42 had been baptized, 7 
received, 7 removed, and 3 had died. 
The financial report was also read and 
received. 

It was resolved that Elder A. 
J. Macdonald be released from the 
Dundee Branch and District, to take a 
short misson to the West .Highlands, 
and that Elder Andrew Watson, assis- 
ted by Elders Alexander Laird and 
Duncan McKeniZie, take charge of the 
same, It was also resolved that those 
branches of the Church north of the 
river Forth, be known as the Dundee 
Conference, and that Elder Andrew 
Watson be sustained as president of 
the same, to take effect at the depart- 
ure of President A. F. Macdonald; 
and that Elder Hugh Findlay preside 
over the Glasgow Branch, assisted by 
Elders Alexander Rankin and H. 
Gray, and, at the departure of brother 
Macdonald, that he take the Presiden- 
cy of the Glasgow Conference, to con- 
sist of the branches south of the Forth. 
These measures were unanimously 
sustained. 
| ne: Benediction by Presiaent 
Macdonald. 


A 2 p.m. 

Singing; Prayer by Elder Hugh 
Findlay; Singing. The Sacrament 
was administered Elders Andrew 
Watson, and A. J. Macdonald. 
Elder Peter Reid said he was satis 
fied that he had done tome good in his 
recent labor in Canada, though he 
had met with a good deal of opposition 


— 
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in introducing the principles of the 
Gospel. He was determined to do the 
best he could to warn the people and 
magnify his calling. He spoke on the 
first principles of the Gospel and 
sbowed the necessity for obedience to 
the same, and on the unchangeable 
nature of those principles. 

Elder Thomas Jack bore testimony 


President Budge said the words 
spoken under the influence of the 
Spirit of God are always acceptable to 
the Saints, and also to some who were 
not Saints. In presenting the princi- 
ples of the Gospel as we do, before the 
people, those who will take the trouble 
to examine them, cannot fail to per- 
ceive that they are the same principles 
as Jesus taught, and we offer the same 
blessings, as Jesus promised, and if we 


do not follow the same principles that 
be taught, why do we call ourselves 


Christians? God is careful that noth- 
ing should be introduced into the Gos- 
1 that would lead to confusion, and 
e acknowledges but one faith. If 
thete be but one true faith, what is the 
use of all those faiths that differ from 
it, and disagree so much with each 
other? When we come to speak of 
revelation, the world say we have the 
Bible and we want no more revelation, 
but we say that that book is merely an 
account of the revelations that God 
made to his people anciently and 
without new revelation no man can say 
that Jesus is the Christ. We have no 
doubt but the pecple in Noah’s time 
bad some old records, or revelations to 
which they Gould refer while with- 
standing the preaching of Noah; still 
they were in error and in 80 far as God 
sent Noah with new revelation it was 
necessary for them to believe in the 
living prophet that was sent to them 
and the new revelations that he 
brought. There were new revelations 
given in the time of Moses, the revela- 
tions given in Noah’s time, not being 
sufficient for them. We have also new 
revelations when Jesns was on the 
earth, those given to Moses not being 
sufficient for the people in the days of 
Jesus, and we now declare that God 
has again spoken from the heavens as 
he did anciently, and has given us 
a new revelation of his mind and will. 


[ContiNvED on Page 770.] 
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CENTRALIZATION OF GOVERNMENT. 

Tae glaring evils in the affairs of men sbould be sufficient to convince the 
intelligent and thoughtful that human systems of government are a failure. 
This conviction applies to every phase—from the forms founded upon what are 
termed the principles of extreme democracy to those based upon the claims of 
exclusive kingly power. All emanate from an imperfect source, in which are 
the elements of igtioranoe and vice. From auch a fountain a perfect and pure 
code of laws is an impossibility. No source can cause an outflow of unadul- 
terated elements that it does not of itself possesa unmixed. Neither can it be 
reasonably éxpeoted that, unless directed by a higher and more perfect power, 
humanity in ite imperfeot state could conduct a strictly pure and unselfish 
administration of any system. | 

The world is universally groaning under the pressure of misrule. What is 
wanted is a grand central head, who shall have the general directorship of the 
whole earth, Mankind are split up into nationalities with varied interests, in 
the pursuit of which they are compelled to come into conflict with each other. 
War, bloodshed, destruction, oppression and misery are the results. This is 
because they have uo righteous, recognized head to direct them that they may 
work for the mutual benefit of each other, instead of each seeking to build up 
greatness and prosperity upon the others’ ashes. 

Look, for instance, at the great question of the day, that is perplexing many 
of the leading countries—remunerative employment for the masses of the 
people. From numerous causes the trade of some of the nations is gliding away 
from them and the starving thousands who are unable to obtain work are in 
Gespair. The governments, on this account, are driven to desperate expedients 
to regain their lost commerce. But this question of employment and 
subsistence for the bulk of the people is no longer a national one—it belongs 
to humanity. It is spreading on every hand. If men would be statesmen for 
the world instead of narrowing themselves down to a national foous, they 
would clearly see that if one, two or more nations should be successful in 
monopolising the trade to any extent, they could only do so at the expense 
of other countries. This makes it perfectly clear that instead of this 
apparent success removing the evil, it only shifts it to or intensifies it in 


‘ 
, 
‘ 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIALSTAR. _ 265 


some other portions of the globe. It is in no way mitigated so far as 
humanity, in a general sense, is concerned. But, of course, men have 
become so uncosmopolitan in their views and sentiments that this gives 
them but small concern, so long as calamity is removed from their own 
doors. 

The Church and Kingdom of God is cosmopolitan in the broadest sense. 
In fulfillment of the prediction in the second chapter of Daniel, He has 
commenced to set it up. A standard has been lifted to the nations. The 
invitation is not national or exclusive, but to every nation, kindred, tongue 
and people. Many are heeding the call, and are flocking, like doves to 
the windows, to the place of appointment. This gathering together of 
those who believe in and are willing to serve a God of revelation, is for 
the formation of the nucleus of a system of government, whose influence 
will be felt to the ends of the earth. From that grand central point will 
go forth the statutes of the God of Heaven, for is it not written that ‘‘the 
law shall go forth from Zion? ? 

While the genius of the governmental institutions of the world tend to 
division, strife, animosity and consequent misery, in their most repulsive and 
appalling forms, those of the Latter-day Saints, who compose the Church 
of Christ, as revealed again from heaven in this day, tend to harmonize 
- differences, to brotherly kindness and general unity of interests. They are 
engaged in a work which is preparatury to the coming of the King of 
kings, who, when he rules, shall be the grand central head, of whose 
mighty presence the earth stands in so inuch need at the present day. 

Peter the Great and Napoleon, in their respective times, grasped the 
idew of the formation of a great supervisory power over the nations, the 
idea of the former being that its location should be Constantinople and the 
latter Paris, But a centralization of power of such magnitude in the hands 
of unscrupulous men, however able they might be, would, in all proba- 
bility, be the reverse of an improvement upon existing conditions. The 
great centre must be qualified by the intelligence and purity of God, and 
this is the being for whom the Latter-day Saints are looking to come, in 
his own due time, to take the reins of government of the world, which, of 
right, belong to him. Before long the Jews also will be looking for the 
appearance of Shiloh. 

When the government of God shall bear rule the * of over pro. 
duction will bave no existence as a vexing problem. Production will be 
governed by the demands of consumption. Instead of labor-saving machin- 
ery having the effect of prodacing semi starvation among the masses, it will 
allow them more time to devote to the cultivation of the higher powers of 
their natures, until, by well directed study and divine inspiration, the 
knowledge of God will cover the earth as the waters do the channels 


of the great deep. | 

Zion is necessarily organized on the principle of a grand, pervading cen- 
tral power. This is observable in all the works of natnre, even in the 
government of the myriads of worlds that bespangle the starry heavens. 
When Zion is built up in her glory, her centre will be in the divinely 
designated spot, in Jackson County, Missouri, U. S. A. Around this, like 
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80 many planets around a central sun, will spread out her regularly or- 
ganized stakes, until they cover the whole American Continent, and thence 
her benign influence will radiate to the ends of the eartb. | 3 


SOCIAL GATHERINGS. 
— — 0 — 

Some of the Saints, in portions of this Mission, are in favor of W e 
dancing, as an amusement, in connection with their social gatherings. In 
consequence of this inclination we bave been asked to give an expression of 
our views in relation to the matter. We consider it inexpedient, to say the 
least, for the Saints who are ungathered to indulge in re as an amuse- 
ment and recreation. 

Aside from the introduction of dancing, however, we may state that we are 
in favor of judiciously conducted social gatherings, in which the people 
assemble and entertain each other by the rendition of songs and recitations. 
They tend, because of the sociability of feeling that generally prevails on such 
occasions, to unite the people more closely together. Besides, they can be made 
a medium of doing good in the spread of the gospel. This object can be 
occasionally subserved by the nominal sum charged for admission being 
devoted to the purchase of tracts for circulation among unbelievers. 

But, to return to the subject of dancing, several minor reasons might be 
advanced in support of the inexpediency of its introduction into the parties of 
the Saints, but we prefer to confine ourselves to what we hold to be the prin- 
cipal one. It is an amusement which gives Satan a better opportunity than 
any other for the diffusion of evil. Persons who are not well disposed might 
seek to take advantage of it for purposes of wrong-doing. It is the duty of 
the Saints to shun anything that might, under some circumstance, turn in the 
direction of wrong. For this cause we would advise even those who would 
have no other intention than to conduct themselves with the most unimpeach- 
able propriety, to refrain from the exercise of dancing while they are still 
mixed up with the world. If they desire to engage in that amusement, they 
should wait till they go to the gathering place, where this recreation can be 
condneted under proper restrictions, excluding from such social assemblages all 
questionable characters. 


For tse ContiInENt.—On the morning of Wednesday, April 23rd, Presi- 
dent William Budge left Liverpool on a visit to the Swiss and German Mission, 
going by way of Grimsby and Rotterdam. He will be absent about three 
' weeks and purposed meeting with the Saints in Conference at Ludwigshaven, 
Germany, on Sunday, April 27th; Winterthur, Switzerland, on Snnday, May 
4th and at Bern, Switzerland, on Sunday, May 11th. It is also his intention 
to hold meeting at Hull, on his way back to Liverpool, sometime during the 
week * the last named date. 


AND TuHIkpD CoMPANIES.—The Second emigration company in 
leave Liverpool on Saturday, May 24th and the Third on the 28th of June. 
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IL Worsuir.—The following form of prayer is constantly used in all the 
chapels this the — wars in and Zu- 
juland : 

60, Almighty Goa, heatest the prayers of all them 
that call upon Thy Son’s name, look down, we beseech Thee, with Thy mercy 
on the nation to which we belong, and on our soldiers at this time engaged in 
war in distant lands. Save them from sickness and peril; deliver them from 
the hands of their enemies, and grant that they may be restored in sufety to us, 
to blegs Thy holy name, and to serve the in peace and godliness all their days, 
through Jeans Christ our Lord.” 

Here is what the Lord has said about such hollow, empty, cut and dried 
worship (Isaiah 29 31): ‘‘ Wherefore the Lord said; for as much as this people 
draw near me with their mouth, and with their Hips do honor me, but have re- 
moved their heart far from me, aud their fear toward me is taught by the pre- 
cept of men: Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvelous work 
among this people, even a marvelous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of 
their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall 
be hid.” 

True to His promise, in these days of mouth worship, when prayers are manu- 
factured to order, by the precept of men, and religion is made a regular brauch 
of trade, making merchandise of the souls of men,” the Lord has commenced 
to perform his marvelous work. The Latter-day Saints are engaged in it. It 
is not difficult to see also that the wisdom of the heretofore esteemedly wise is 
being turned to foolishness. The nations are full of confusion and perplexity. 


NOTES. 

OrrictaL Cuance.—We learn, from Utah papers, that the President of the 

U. S. has sent to the Senate, for confirmation, the name of David T. Corbin, 
for Chief Justice of Utah, in place of Michael Shaeffer, removed. The late 
incumbent scarcely reached mediocrity as a lawyer, besides being vaccilat- 
ing in his official course. He made a number of decisions that were 
unjust and without legal precedent, while others were undoubtedly fair and 
impartial, His mode of conducting legal business was, as a whole, quite 
unsatisfactory, because, no matter how plain the law might be in any case, 
it was generally a matter of uncertainty as to what his decisions would be 
until they were given. 
Hon. Levi P. Lucky, who has, for some time, occupied the position of 
Secretary for the Territory of Utah, also an office filled by appointment of 
the President of the U. S., has ‘edie his resignation. At home, in our 
capacity in connection with the press, we had occasion, several times, to 
personally meet with this gentlemap, who was uniformly courteous. By 
strict attention to his own business and letting that of other people alone, 
he made numerous friends in the community among whom his lot has 
been cast for the last few years. | 


Tux Zoo Win on the 2nd and 3rd of April, Lord Chelmsford’s relief 
column had desperate engagements with the Zulus, in which the latter were 
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routed, with great slanghter. The casualties, during the two engagements, 
‘are stated to be 220 British killed and wounded, and 2,500 Zulus. Lord 
Chelmsford relieved Col. Pearson, n with his — was —— in 
for several weeks at Ekowe. 

Col. Wood was attacked by a large m of Zulus on d March 29th, near 
Luneberg. He succeeded in repulsing his antagonists, with heavy losses, 
but the British also lost severely, 7 officers and 400 men being killed. 


The ship Clyde was totally wrecked, at Dyer's Island, on April 3rd. Her 
cargo, consisting of military stores and munitions of war, for Zululand, was 


‘a complete loss. 


Impenpine Doom or Russra.—The following of the 
Governor General cf St. Petersburg, General Gourko, was posted up, April 21st, 
at the corners of the streets of that city: ‘‘A porter is to be stationed on duty 
day and night at the door of every house in St. Petersburg, and is to 
watch that no placards are posted up anywhere without the requisite authori- 
sation, and that no objects of a dangerous nature are scattered in the streets, 
Any person doing anything of the kind are to be arrested by the said porters, 
The latter, in case of not fulfilling this duty, will be fined twenty. five roubles, 
or imprisoned for seven days for the first offence, and expelled the city for the 
second. Owners of houses at the doors of which porters are stationed will 
be liable to a fine of five hundred roubles in case of default. These regulations 
are to come into force three days after being published in the police Gasette, 
The ordinance provides that all gunsmiths shall, within seven days, deliver to 
the commandant of the city a list of all the contents of their warehouses and 
shops. Firearms, other missiles, and cartridges are henceforth only to be sold 
to purchasers presenting letters of authorisation issued by the commandant of 
the city. Any tradesman infringing this regulation will be prohibited from 
‘carrying on business. So long as a list of the vendor’s stock has not been 
handed in, the sale of arms without the purchaser’s production of a letter 
of authorisation, will be punishable by a fine not exceeding five hundred roubles 
for the first offence, and on its repetition, of the confiscation of the stock and a 
‘complete prohibition of trade. Private individuals possessing firearms are 
bound to make the police acquainted with the fact, and only those will be 
allowed to retain such weapons who obtain permission from the commandant of 
the city. Persons who keep arms without such permission will be liable to a 
fine of 500 roubles, we five months’ imprisonment, and the eee of the 
Prohibited weapons.” 


| The foregoing has scarcely a paralell in modern times, temiadiag one foroibly 
of the feudal ages. This requisition upon the owners of houses carries out the | 
views expressed in a recent speech of the Czar, who said unless the household ers 
gave their aid in the suppression of Nihilism, it would soon be impossible for 
an honorable man to safely show himself upon the streets. Our views, and the 
‘recorded voice of revelation. are expressed in an editorial in the issue of the 
Sra preceding this. We place the peculiar ordinanee upon the pages of this 
journal as a portion of the history of the decline and fall of nations, which has 
‘already commenced and will continue, until they become like “ chaff upon the 
‘summer threshing floor,” before the gradual rise of the Church and Kingdom 
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of God. Russia is an iron · bound Empire, opposed to religious toleration. 


About a couple of years ago some of our Elders, who had commenced preach- 
ing this Gospel of the Kingdom,” in Finland, a principality of the empire, 
were summarily ordered to leave. | | 


— 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 

From Home. Brother George Reynolds wrote from Salt Lake City, 
March Slst : 

We had a glorious time in the 20th Ward, yesterday afternoon. The occa- 
sion was the first quarterly review of the 20th Ward Sunday school, when 
the children were questioned on the lessons, etc., they had learned during the 
past three months. Every thing went offtoacharm. The classes of brothers 
J. Squires, W. Salmon, Heber Romney, H. C. Fowler and Sisters Nellie Reid 
and Amelia Stewart were examined. The singing was soul-stirring. The 
place-was crowded and everybody seemed melted with thankfulness for the 
good the teachers were trying todo. At present there are at least five elders 
in the missionary field who have been members of the 20th Ward Sunday 
school. 

SHETLAND IsLanp.—We have received a letter from Elder George Meldrum, 
written at Lerwick, April 21st. He states that he is engaged circulating tracts, 
speaking on the principles of the Gospel when he can get a few together in a 
house, preaching in the open air, and otherwise doing all he can to spread the 
truth. He spends most of the time on week days in the country places, and 
Sundays at Lerwick, where two meetings are held on each Sabbath. They are 
well attended, especially those held in the evenings. 

One man has offered him the hospitality of his house, when he is journeying 
in its locality, and has also promised to endeavour to get a chapel for him to 
preach in. Some of the people state they can find no fault with what is con- 
tained in the tracts. The people are but little conversant with the wickedness 
of the world in general, and are kind and obliging to each other. This leads 
Elder Meldrum to hope that, because of their honesty, a goodly number may 
yet embrace the Gospel. | 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
Kilmore, by Oban, wi | Ifound the fruits of former labors rea 
West Highlands, Scotland, lized. The Saints are feeling well and 
April 21st, 1879... interested in the spread of truth, which 
President William Budge. is encouraging. | 
DearBrother,—Since our Conferenoe I by steamer, last 


meeting, at Glasgow, on the 6thinst., I | Thursday evening, coming aronnd the 
have been visiting in Stirlingshire and Mull of Kintyre through the sou d of 
Lanarkshire and that portion of district | Jura and Frith of Lorn, landing in 
in which I labored previous to-my ap- | Oban on Friday morning, aft a 


pointmenttoDundee, in September last. pleasant passage, the night being el ent 
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